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Before the house lights fade, before the overture begins, there is a moment:
headset humming, cue lights glowing, a stage holding its breath.
I have come to love that moment.

Call Places
By Alice Chen

The space where possibility hangs suspended, and dozens of people trust one another enough to create something beautiful.

Theatre has taught me that creation is never solitary. Night after night,
we gather from different walks of life
and become something larger than ourselves­ actors, musicians, technicians, crew-
all working toward the same fleeting miracle.

In stage management, I found more than a role.
I learned that leadership is not standing above others, but standing among them:
listening , guiding,
and helping others shine.

Yet what inspires me most, is theatre's timelessness. Long before cue lights and headsets,
someone stood in the wings of another stage, helping a story come alive.
Centuries ago, beneath torchlight, people gathered to laugh,
to grieve, to wonder.

Today, we gather for the same reason. When I call a cue,
I am participating in that same ancient ritual:
the divine act of creating something from nothing, if only for a moment.
The scenery will be struck.
The costumes will be packed away. The lights will go dark.
But for one brief evening, something exists
that has never existed before and will never exist
in quite the same way again.

To help create that moment,
alongside artists I am proud to call friends is one of the greatest privileges I know.
Theatre has changed me by teaching me how to lead,
how to connect, and how to create.

And in doing so,
it has shown me that I am part of something far older,
far larger,
and far more enduring than myself.
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